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Slutskaya Focuses on Skating; Not a Medal

Ll
;'._ By AMY ROSEWATER

‘Cluseppe Arena rarely crachks a
smile whea he is working with a
skaler, An ltalian ballet dancer who
haz peglormed with Mikhall Barysh.
nikov and I5 now a flgura skerlog
chorepgrapher, Arant I3 bopressed
with cidhing bess than parfection,
Away [rom the lce rinds, e is o
charming man, but he doesn't want
his skaters (o ser thal slde of bim,

Iring Slutskayn, mwever, has beon
shiz 1o hreak through Arena’s 200w
times [cy demeanar. In February,
she eorld barnoma the [l Russlan o
win an Qlympic gold medal i wom-
'8 flgure skatlog sl the Winler
Garnes (n Sall Laka City.

When asked ubowt  Slufskaya,
Areng grins slightly. Dot soon, a lew
leary well in tha carreer of his cyes,
His 31-yesr-ald eon, Noka, died in 2
midorcycle accidemt four months
g

"My file hos been in 4 back clowd
sioca [hen,”" Arena sakl *But Irdng,
:h.u Tas helped take me st of thst

wg "

Slatskaya, an apple-checked Mirs-
covlie with an omaipresent sioile,
seeans (o have that allect on poople,
When othor Sikaters tadk about her,
they aimosl afeays bring up her

Most of the
Olympic pressure
is still on Kwan.

passion for the spart belote thoy
mentlon her techncal skifle, Hriati
Yamaguch!, Lhe 1952 Olympic cham-
pion, said sha soel joy when Sluls
kayn sotes. Tara Lipioskl, the 1958
Olymple pold medyl(st, enfoys Shits-
kiya's Sweainess, Slutskaya, who
helpod open (w kcn arena 21 Rocke-
leller Caoter in October, had Brit-
ain"t Prince Androw cmiiion

Ewvin Michelle Kwan, who (3 con-
sidercd  Slutskaya's bigges) rlval,
can'l help but like hor. Kwan amd
Slutskaya most recantly cempetod
over the weekend of the Grand Prix
of Figure Skating Final in Kitchener,
Omtario, with Slutekeyt narrowdy
edging it Kwan for the tills for the
third stralght year, They will not
compule pgainst cach other agaln
gntl] Uk Olymplcs,

"“On tha tour, wa're friends,” sald
Kwan, te 1658 Olymplc silvor med-
alist, who eccasienally oot oul o
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dinner with Sliskoys during Lhe
Tom Coltne “Tour of Champlons*
[ast summer. "i's 2 ol dillerent
than Lve way the media porirays IL"

But no one should be fooled by
Shuskaya's outgaing personality. Al
though the might nol always slaw i,
Slutskaya is eoeof the toyghesl tom-
petitors in the sport. Sluslaya, wha
will wrm 23 uo Fel 9, the day aller
the opening ceromuny im Salt Lake
City, has a demundlag program
packed with (riple-triple jump com-
blnatlons, (@ practices, gha bas dab-
bled witi o fripledriple-triphe a3 weil,

Last sensca, ahe beal Kwan In ev-
ary head-to-bead competilion excegd
the world champlonships last Murch,

‘whon she mescoted o eriple-ciphs-

dauble, bur syl lell short Sleleknys,
who eaptured har thicd world allver
roedal, stormad out of {he socalled
klasand-cry area when the marks

wers announced

Lecking back om It obw, Slutskays

can cope with the defeal, ™1t i pust
spory” ghe smid. “Sometimes she
wins; somatimes | win ™

Uer Jass ta Kwan at [he woplds
made Shriskaya realize she needed
to maks a coneeried effort %0 (m-
prove the actistic sido of her skzllng,
Since she began working with Arene
this summar, Shilskaya has reaped
(ha rewmards ol focusing oo hor chor
engrophy. Siutskayn will skate o
musle  [ram  Pucclol’s  opern,
“Tozoe™ in the Olympics.

“She understands every inave-
ment in this progrum,” suld Arena,
wha wlll ba in Moscow In Janoary fof
one last pro-Olymiple yassion with
Slwskays

Judges who preveousky gnve her
5.7 (ot of 6.9) Tor ber srtistic pre-
sealulion are pow deling out 3.6°g, [n
e sport, & teoth of a palal can
rmean U difference berwesn pald
and sliver, especiolly wieo oniipet-
Ing agnlnet o known anlste goin i
Kwan.

“1"tm more serdeud when it comes
{o praciice,” Shrskaya sald, " have

DO NOT FORGET THE NEEDIESTI

changed my practies so I work hard-
er. Insterd of dolog flve [umps be-
fare, now Ido 10, | doa'l sleep late. |
have a schedals.”

Sloskaya has besten Kwan all
Itbree tmies they have (iced each
olleer this season. Slulskaye beal a
shaky Kwan In the Goodwill Games
In September. They also med al Skate
Cenada o early November, nol loog
alter Kwan's career weob |opsy-
vy 25 she fired her [opgllma
coach, Frumk <Carroll Although
Skarp Canada wai hyped os en
Glymple batile between LUhe two, Sar-
uh Hughes of Great Neck, MY,
topped (hem bath. Slulskaya wan the
froe skale but finkshed second over
all; Xwan was third,

Slutakoyl hoy atlll nof performed
1o her poleallal whis season, and thal
Inclydes Uw Graod Prix lingl, in
whleh she skated mell In her sborl
and long programs on Friday, but
skated o rogped program Salunday,
Sha gained the benclit of the deubt
[rom ane judgs, boweser, and stayed
ahes of Keran. She remaing a sirong
Olymple contender, bul 25 Blulskayy
knuws, there are pp guaraniees in
Lhis spart,

Slul=kaya placed tifth In the 1598
Olympics, (hen won the slver medzl
ot the world championships thal
year, but she had & dlsasirous show-
ing the next year. She was (owrth al
HRussien nalionals ln 1980 and [oilod
to mako the world team. Ashamod,
Slugskaya suld she didn't even warch
the world charnplonships on tebevl-
slon. Her Buseing rival Mariya Du-
[yrekaym win Lhe world Uitle, making

Hpufen

Slatskayn's dlsappolotment all he  [rina Slurskaya has been receiving higher scores for artistic presentation
since she began warking with the choceographer Giusepps Arena.

moqe palniol,

Sha coatemplaled quintieg Che
Sport, Look 8 1wo-meeX vacakion visil-
fng relalives [n lsrael, and sald the
wipericnce was “llke startng & now
Nie" Shalskaya got beck oo track In
August 1005, shen ghe rmarried her
Inageime boyiriend, Serged Micheey.
She fost 13 pounds and relumed o
e goly coach she has ever had
Zhunoa Gromova, Finishing second
it Lhe pext bwp world champlenships
and captucing her fourth Eurppean

tile wers evidence ol Shulskaya's
renewed determinatban.

Mow she is primed for u spol an the
Olynipic podium, Sutskaya, who has
been working with o sparts psychalo-
gisl, i8 Lrying o (une gut any Olym-
pie hype. Fortunately lor ber, most
of the pressure s an Kwan, especial-
Iy since the Games will be held [n the
Uolted SLates.

Slulskaya, an ooly child whese fo.
Lber teachas aulomotive enginscring
and whose moller warkse lar a truck-
Ing defivery cosopany, 19 Juse rying
o cooscanirate on skallng

“M | gn In thinking | can win, 1 will
have Tos, " she said

“I josl try not o falf dosm,” she
added, [lashing ber trademark smike, =
“Mot just In sport, but in my Lfe.”
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